INTRODUCING PEOPLE TO CHRIST

We rejoice that an inereasing imterest is being teken in the glorioms task of evangeliem.
That Kenbucky and Southern Baptlists are placing greater emphzais on evangellsm is most

- enecuraging. Evengelism has had much te de with what we are and we cannot go forward without
it. Evangelism is the primery function of a church. It is given first place in the Great
Commission--"Make disciples.” By evangelism we mean the proclamation of the gospel of Christ
to lost souls ip such a way ag to lead them to an acceptance of Him as Saviour and s publie
confegsion of Him ag lord, The parasmount concern of the Christian should be the same as
that of his lerd, Who said plainly that He came "o seek and to save that which was lest.™
The very first business of every church, preacher and Christiar is teo introduce people to
Christ and win them to service for Him. Every child of God should be an wunceasing worker

in trying to get others to accept Christ as Saviour,

In addressing you on the subject, "Inirodueing People To Christ,” I shall take you to John
1:42 for a text which provides a grest inspiration and presents a tremendous challenge,
It contains gix words: "And he brought him te Jesus.”

John the Baptist was the great voice and religious leader of his day. He was preaching
near the Jordar River and baptizing in it. Andrew and Johw went owbt to hesr him and
became his disciples. Iater, when they were talking with the Forerummer, Christ passed
by. Peinting to Fim, John the Baptist seid, "Behold the Ilamb of Godl!™ Vhet emotiope must
have stirred his goul as he thus bore testimony to the Christl Moved by a2 fervid impulse,
Andrew instantly left ths Baptist and follewed Christ. In so doing Andrew came into
pessession of an indeseribsble joy, glowing radiance and s messureless power.

Ag scon as Andrew had experienced for himself the joy apd blessedness of personal felleowship
with Christ, he did net it dowm in complacency but immedintely because concerned that hia
brother, Simon, enter into & similar experierce and relationship., He simply could not
withhold the glorious news thst he had learned, and which had filled his sowl with joy and
thanksgiving, He lenged to shere his discovery. Just as soom as he came to know the
Sevicur he was greatly concerred that scmebedy else might be saved. He began his recruiting
work as scon 38 he had enlisted in the Master's service. That is the best thing any young
Christian can do. How like Christ it is to be concerned about the salvation of ethers!

Finding Christ to be the snswer to his spiritusl desires and bopes, Apdrew went straight
home to get im his first work for his Saviour. He went in search of his brother to inform
him of his discovery and to invite him to share in it, Im the ligsht of his own experience
with Christ, he was thoroughly convinced that his brother weuld be deeply interesied in
the discovery and would hall it with delight. Andrew was net afraid to spesk to his own
brother about Christ. To himself he sald, "Would that my dear brother, Simon, were a
sharer of my joy!" It is ever thus with those who truly know the Iord. The love ef
Christ enlarges the heart in love te all: first, to members of the sams family; second,
to the circle of aeguaintances; third, to those of the same ceuntry; and, fouwrth, te all
mankiﬁdo

Just as soon as Andrew had come to know the Lord, he made it his busimess te go and find
Simon Peter, tell him his Christian experience ard invite him to come to Christ, It often
requires more courage, faith and love to speak te a brother or close relative about Christ
than it does to witness te a total siranger. Genuinely saved people never want to withhold
Christ from others, and one of the best places to begin scul-wimning is right at home among
one's own relatives, even though the task mey be difficult. Relationship most assuredly
adds obligation to opportunity.

How noble it was in Andrew that he showed such a great interest inm the salvation of his

brother! When he found him, he did not preach to him, or emter into sp argmment with him,

but he simply talked with him., He told him the gocd news in plain, uvrederned and shert

(s}}e;‘?.eices. Then, he brought his brother, of whom he was sc proud, and introduced him to
ist.
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The majority of Christians have come te Christ because somebody-~father, mother, brether,
gister, minister or friend--spoke to them about the Seviour and brought them to Bim., The
winning of souls to Christ is uswelly done by personal work, which is something any
Christian can do., Tt is the Iord's plan fer them to do so. Freguently I receive a letter
asking me to take & persomal irterest in the spiritual weifsre of someone whe is near and
desr to the writer. But with the request there ususlly comes this word: "But do net let
him (or her) know that I have asked you." Such a request shows a strange umwillingness
te do ags Andrew dig. '

Andrew is an interesting and outstanding example of a soul-winner. He was a very humble

man. He kept himself in the background and never sousht to focus attention upor himself,

He was consistent in his condmet. His method was very simple. He had a gift for influencing
others, which ability he used tactfully and wisely. He excelled in the gentle art of inmtro-
dueing others te Christ. Every time he 1s mentioned in the Bible he was introducing somebody
to the Savieuwr. In every glimpse we have of him he was in the act of leading somebody else
to Christ, .

I. Reasons For Tt,

The motives which comsirain us to evangelistic endeavers are as wide as the world, as
inclusive as the needs of men, as lefity as the love of God, as deep as the pit of hell,
as broad as time, and ag leng as etermity.

1. The importance of the work.
Introducing people te Christ is the supreme task of the Christian, This is true
because of the worth of souls, For the purpese of saving simners Christ came,
lived, died and rose again. The main business of evéry ome of His followers is
to witness to clearly thst &1l shsll wmderstand that there is but one hepe for
peeple, and that is Christ, A4s we witness to the lest, eternsl destinies hang in

the balance,

2. The command ef Christ.
fGo ye into all the world and preach the gospel te every ereature.' "As the FPather
hath sent He, even 80 send I you." IFf Christ is ew lord, we are obligated to obey
Him. He said, "Come ye after Me, and I will make you to become fishers of men,"
If we obey Christ and follow Him, He will make us soul-winmers, If we are not
winning souls, we are not following Christ and obeying Him. The soul-ssving passion
domipated His life. Imn whet sewmse is ome a follower of Christ whe doss net give
his life to what the Ierd gave His life? He said, "Follow Me." If we love Him,
vwe shall sirive to please Him, If we are to obey Him, we must witness to owr relatives
our acquaintances and those in the regions beyond.

3. The conditicn of people.
Those who have not been introduced te Christ are lost im sin and they need salvation.
The deepest ery of the human heart is for a mighty Saviour. Beneath all the apparent
indifferenee to religiouns concerns; bemeath all this absorbing busile and excitement
of our modern life; this cry rises louder and louder. The one far-reaching, deep-
seated want of souls is to behold Christ, to come inte direct touch with Him, and
to have fellowship with Him. This ery is not always clesr and articulate, but it
freguently finds expression in a voiceless discontent and a restless cravimg whieh
carmot put itself into words. There is ne hope for the lost apart frem the gospel
of Christ which has been emtrusted to ms., If we aetuwally love them, we will strive
to introduce them %o Christ.

4. The duty of witnessing.
A witness is a person who has seen something, heard something, experienced something,
knows something, amd is willing to tell what he knows., A witmess for Christ is
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one who tells another what he knows about the Saviour with a view te winning him

to a saving knowledge of Him., One of the oubtstanding characteristics of the early
Christians was that they were always bearing witness to the saving power of Christ.
They knew Christ, walked with Him, talked with Fim and lived in the closest fellowship
with Him. Even the enemies of the Saviour tock knowledge of the fact that they

had been with Christ, They knew it by their walk and talk, by the wey they lived

and acted seven days in the week, -

Christisn witnessing is of two kinds--that of the lips and that of the life, The
life speaks even when the lips are silemt. The 1ips should speak for Christ, and
the life should shine for Him, Actioms spesk louder than words., Exsmple is better

~ than precept. FEmerson said, "I canmet hesr what yom say for the noise of what yom

are." There is no witnessing guite like that ef the life,

One does not need to sit inm a couwrtroom very lomg until he learns that the influence
which the testimony ef a witmess has with the jury depends largely wpen the charaster
of the persom. That is deubly true im the realm of religion, The influence that

your testimony for Christ is going to have will depend very largely upon your
Christlan charscter. When ome, vho is living & beawtiful Christien life, witnesses
for Christ, his testimony has great weight. Nothing can withstend the witness of

a godly life, Hemry Drummond was right when he said, "The best evidence of Christianit
igs a Christisn.”

All Christians are witnesses for Christ. Some are good witnesses and others are
bad ones. If our words, deeds amd lives influmemce people to aceept Christ, we are
good witnesses. If what we are, say anmd do meke it harder for people to become
Christians, we are bad witnesses for Christ. SR

We should remember that, just as discussimg baii, buying tackle, stﬁmlling along

a stream snd heping to cateh fish do met constitute fishing, attending church
services, singing, praying amd returning heme sre net the same as intreducing people
te Christ, : : S ‘

Requisites For It.

1.

2.

3e

A Christian experience,

Without this experience cme's efforts at imtroducing people to Christ are doomed

to failure. As Moody said, "Pe introduce twe perscns successfully one must knew

them both.” Spurgeon said, %God will nmot use dead tools for working living mirascles,.®
We must know the way over which we are to lecad others. The blind eammot lead blind
people sueccessfully., Even a goed life insurance company will require an agent

to hoid a policy in the company before he is allowed to iry to sell a policy to
ethers, And that ressening is sound,

A convietion of the sinner's need. :

We must believe that men are lost. "He that believeth on him is not condemmed:
but he that believeth not is condemmed already, because he hath net believed in
the name of the only begotiten Son of God." We must heve the unwavering conviection
that all people out of Christ are alresdy condemned and doomed. Without this
conviction one can mever introduce psople to Christ successfully. Accompanying
this conviction of the simmer's need is the realization that Christ is the one snd
only Saviour, and fully adequate for the meeds of every simmer,

A concern for seunls, , -

Along with a genuine sense of denger to which the souls of the lost are exposed
must go a tender solicitude for their welfare and a zealous exertion for their
salvation. A werd which we have practically lost from our Christian voecsbulary
is "eoncern." A prominent ehurchman, Bishop Theodore S. Henderson, made the
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alarming assertion: "The average church officer has net the slightest spirituwal
concern for the salvation of other people.¥ Many unsaved people can look us in
the faces and truthfully say: ™o man cared for my soul." We freguently sing,
"Throw Cut The lifelime,” bul we do not throw it. We sing, "I love To Tell The
Story, " but never tell it. We sing, "Rescue The Perishing,” bubt our rescue efforts
do not prove that we have much concern. Have you ever said to a lost person what
Whitefield said: "I am willing to go to prison and to death for you, but I am not
willing to go te heaven without you®?

A consistent life.

The work of evangelism would be multiplied many times if Christians presented
consistent lives to the world. "Wherefore come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Ierd, and touch not the unclean." If one is net clean and
consistent in his 1ife, the mere he keeps his mouth shut abomt Christ the better

- 1t is for His cause. How can we expect others to mccept our offer of the gospel

of Christ unless owr own lives provide evidence of what we claim it will do?
Would you buy a hair restorer from a beld man? Is youwr life a living testimew
for Christ?

A Christien lady came to the Ihited States for Bible instruction. Ister she was
agked if she would met be delighted to have her brothers come over here to study,
as they also were im Christiasn work in the homeland. She held up her hards, and
with horrer im her face ssid: "No, ne, I would not want them to come and see the
way American Christians livel” '

In I Corimthians 3, Paul referred to the ehureh members at Corinth as the Isrd!s
babiegs., Practically every paster in Kentucky has a number of the Iord's babies

in his church., What are their characteristies? They are basieally selfish. They
are jealouns. They demand attentlon, wanting the pastor to visit them in homes,
ever though they never visit him at the ehnrch. They have to be eoaxed to do things.
They want to have their ewn wsy. If they are obliged teo yield te the wishes of
others, or take second place, they go home, pout and sulk. They reguire amusement;.
wanting baby tailk instead eof spiritwsl feod. They do net want seriptural sermors.
They like the showy better than the scripturel. They like the world better than
they do the Word. They tattle on ome 2mother. Did you ever belong to a sewing
cirecle: one of these stitch and chatter societies, where they take ome stitch te
every six chatters? Many of the Iord’s babies enjoy suech tale~bearing. But all
sueh church members never introduce anybody te Christ,

Besults Of Tt,

Intreducing people to Christ has its shining rewsrds. Tis results accumumlate with
the passing centuries., It is a deathless business. The influence set in motion in
winning a soul to Christ will comtimuwe to imerease uwntil it lashes the shores of eternity.

1.
2.

3.

he
5.

The salvation of those who trust Christ.

The peace of soul in doing God's will,

The joy of helping others.

I am sorry for any Christian whe has never had the joy of intreducing somebody te
Christ. The greatest joy in the Christian 1ife is to introduce a seul te Christ.
There is an ecstasy about it that is sublime. It simply sets all the joy bells
of the heart to ringing. ‘

The undying gratitude of those you win to Christ.

The satisfaction of helping to increase the population of heaven.
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6. The appreciation and commendation of Christ.
We never know how far-reaching may be the results of introducing a soul te Christ,
Think of Andrew. He was an humble, quiet, uwnassuming and consisternt Christisn,.
Perhaps the greatest act of his 1life was that of bringing Simen Peter te Christ.
Andrew was the acorn, Peter was the oak, and three thousend converts at Pentecost
were the great forest, Andrew will share in the rewards for Peter's work because
he iptreduced him te Christ.

Think of Stephen and Ansnias im helping to brimg Paul to Christ. Think of the
unknown man who imtroduced Spurgeon te Christ., Dr. J. B. Hawthorne was an orater
whose services were soushl by scores of churches, and whose sermons were heard by
theousands. one occasion he went to ssgist 2 pastor and church in & two weeks!
evangelistic campeign, At the end of it only ome lititle uwpremising boy had made
a profession of faith im Christ, and Dr., Hewthorne and the church were & bit
chagrined over the result. But that boy wss A, T. Roberison, who became the
greatest Greek and New Testament scholar of the twentiseth century.

A similar thing took place in Scotland. A church went through a whole yesr with
only ome prefession of faith, and, when that was reported at the ammual convecation,
they said: "Hope wicept Wee Bobble; and he's so sme' he's no wortk the countin®.?
But Wee Bobble beceme Robert Moffatt, the flaming torch that illuminated the night
of Africa and blazed the trail for the grest and marvelous David livinmgstere, his
gon-in-law. ‘

Never despise the day when a child is won to Christ. Orly the Iord kmows what that
contribution mey mean to the camse of Christ,

Have you ever introduced & person te Christ? If not, you ought to be ashamed of
yourself. How will it lock for you tc ge z2leme inito heaven when you might have
taken others with you? If you do not bring someone Yo Christ, there will be a
missing note im your semg, a missing joy im your experience, apd a missing star
in your crown. Bringing somebody to Christ is the greatest service you can ever
render for Him.

When and where did yow ever talk te anybedy sbout the salvation of his seul and

seek to imtreduce bim to Christ? Have you really tried to wir anybody te Christ?

The question is not goimg to be, "How many did you win to Christ?¥, but "How meny

did you really try to win?" Ve are not responsible fer results, bul we are responsible
for eur testimony. : :



